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REMEMBERING GERALD R. 

SHERRATT 
Mr. HATCH. Mr. President, today I 

wish to pay tribute to a remarkable 
public servant, humanitarian, neigh-
bor, and friend: Gerald R. Sherratt. 
Jerry was the former mayor of Cedar 
City and the 13th president of Southern 
Utah University. He passed away last 
week, leaving behind an unparalleled 
legacy that will forever bless his home-
town and the great State of Utah. 

A man of abundant energy and un-
wavering enthusiasm, Jerry trans-
formed the town of Cedar City. The 
fruits of his service can be found 
throughout the city, including the tre-
mendous growth of Southern Utah Uni-
versity, the building of a new airport 
terminal, the success of the Utah 
Shakespeare Festival, the founding of 
the Utah Summer Games, the incep-
tion of the Livestock and Heritage Fes-
tival, the organization of the Story-
book Cavalcade Parade, and the estab-
lishment of the American Children’s 
Festival. These and so many other 
achievements owe their success to the 
leadership of Mayor Sherratt. He was 
truly Cedar City’s most enthusiastic 
cheerleader and one of Southern Utah 
University’s most cherished presidents. 

Jerry served as the mayor of Cedar 
City for two terms, implementing 
groundbreaking initiatives and infus-
ing a new energy into the city. In rec-
ognition of the world-famous Utah 
Shakespeare Festival, he coined the 
term Festival City USA to attract visi-
tors to the city. The tourists came in 
droves. Over the course of his public 
service, Jerry oversaw the fast growth 
of Cedar City’s neighborhoods and 
helped lead efforts to improve the 
city’s transportation infrastructure at 
a time of increased demand. With his 
trademark smile and charismatic per-
sonality, he quickly became a beloved 
public servant who would give his all 
to the good of the city and its citizens. 

Jerry’s academic career stands on its 
own. He was a graduate of Branch Agri-
cultural College, which later became 
Southern Utah University. He received 
a bachelor’s degree in elementary edu-
cation and a master’s degree in edu-
cational administration before serving 
in his first leadership position at Utah 
State University. He would later re-
turn to his first alma mater to serve as 
Southern Utah University’s president 
from 1982 to 1997. While at the helm, 
SUU saw the largest increase in stu-
dent population and facilities in its 
history, setting the pace for many 
years to come. Perhaps one of Jerry’s 
proudest moments came when he suc-
cessfully lobbied to turn Southern 
Utah State College into Southern Utah 
University. The crowning jewel of Jer-
ry’s tenure was the building of the Cen-
trum—a basketball arena and special 
events center on campus. 

Jerry’s contributions to the univer-
sity were memorialized with the nam-
ing of Southern Utah University’s Ger-
ald R. Sherratt Library. Today the li-
brary stands as a constant reminder of 

Jerry’s selfless service to the univer-
sity. In the library’s main entryway, 
there is a bust of President Sherratt. 
As students walk in, they pay tribute 
to the former president by rubbing the 
bald head of the statue for good luck. 

Jerry was delighted by this gesture. 
He was a good-natured man who saw 
the humor in having his bald head 
rubbed by hundreds of students as they 
entered the library to study each day. 
In addition to being a fun-loving and 
jovial president, Jerry was also a 
strong leader who was willing to roll 
up his sleeves and get in the trenches 
year after year to help his community. 

Jerry loved Cedar City. He once ex-
pressed his deep emotional attachment 
to his community in a simple yet pro-
found way: ‘‘These roots, they grab 
hold.’’ 

Our State was well served by the 
deep roots and leadership of this re-
markable man. I will deeply miss my 
good friend Jerry Sherratt and the 
kindness and support he always ex-
tended to me throughout my service. 
He made an indelible impression on me 
and on all those who were blessed to 
know him. Jerry personified every-
thing that is good about our State and 
its people. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DR. HAROLD E. 
SHUFFLEBARGER 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to my constituent, 
Dr. Harold E. Shufflebarger, for his ex-
emplary dedication to duty and service 
to the U.S. Navy and to the United 
States of America. He has spent his life 
serving his Nation and his community, 
and I would like to recognize him 
today. 

Harold Shufflebarger was born and 
raised in Grayson, KY. At the age of 20, 
he became a Navy corpsman, serving 
from 1943–1945 as part of the 4th Divi-
sion, 24th Marines. Dr. Shufflebarger’s 
combat record in World War II was ex-
emplary; in the short space of one year, 
he participated in four major amphib-
ious assaults, during which his unit 
won two Presidential citations. In Feb-
ruary 1944, he conducted an assault 
landing onto Roi-Namur Island in the 
northern part of the Kwajalein atoll of 
the Marshall Islands. From June to Au-
gust 1944, Dr. Shufflebarger assaulted 
onto the Saipan and Tinian Islands of 
the Northern Mariana Islands. Harold’s 
heroic actions culminated in the his-
toric amphibious assault onto the is-
land of Iwo Jima in February of 1945. 

After valiantly serving his country, 
Dr. Shufflebarger returned home to 
Grayson, KY, and became a family 
practitioner. For over 50 years, he 
served as a physician in northeastern 
Kentucky, a region without many med-
ical providers. 

Dr. Shufflebarger has served his com-
munity throughout his life. He founded 
a regional radio station that won four 
National Association of Broadcasters 
Crystal Radio Awards for community 
service, and he served as mayor of 

Grayson. Dr. Shufflebarger is a great 
example of the Greatest Generation 
putting country and community before 
self. 

On behalf of a grateful Common-
wealth and a grateful nation, I join my 
colleagues today in recognizing and 
commending Dr. Harold E. 
Shufflebarger for over seven decades of 
service to his country and to his com-
munity. We keep Dr. Shufflebarger’s 
health in our thoughts and prayers, 
and we wish him; his wife, Hazel; his 
daughter, Alicia; his son, Eric; and his 
four grandchildren the best. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO EDWARD AND 
MAXINE HANDZIAK 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
wish to pay tribute to a uniquely Ken-
tuckian love story. It is a story that 
began in the tumult of World War II 
and still continues to this day, more 
than 70 years later. I speak of the lov-
ing relationship and marriage of Ed-
ward and Maxine Handziak, of Win-
chester, KY. 

In 1943, America faced the Axis Pow-
ers in World War II. Many Americans 
bravely wore their country’s uniform 
in the fight for freedom and democ-
racy. Two of those Americans were na-
tive Kentuckian Maxine Hamon and 
her suitor Edward Handziak. 

Edward was in the U.S. military and 
stationed in Stillwater, OK. Maxine, 
who had volunteered for the Women’s 
Reserve in the U.S. Navy, was also sta-
tioned there. The two met in a chance 
encounter at a roller skating rink. 

Edward was smitten with the young 
Kentuckian, and when he was sent 
abroad to serve in Europe he did not 
forget her. He wrote her letters faith-
fully. Even when shrapnel injured his 
writing hand, he wrote her with his left 
hand. He knew, when he returned to 
America, that he wanted to marry her. 

As soon as the war was over, Edward 
came home and proposed. And it turns 
out that, when he fell in love with 
Maxine, he fell in love with her home-
town of Winchester as well and longed 
to return. A job with Gulf Oil delayed 
those plans, with his career sending 
him all over the country. The 
Handziaks finally settled down in Win-
chester in 1985. 

Today the couple has been happily 
married for more than 70 years, and 
they have three children, three grand-
children, and four great-grandchildren. 
Maxine’s granddaughter still has her 
grandmother’s roller skates from that 
fateful day when she met Edward. 

I am honored to represent the 
Handziaks here in the U.S. Senate and 
want to wish them every happiness and 
thank them for their service. I am sure 
my colleagues join me in expressing 
gratitude for their service as well. 
They truly represent the finest of Ken-
tucky. 

Mr. President, an area publication, 
the Winchester Sun, published a com-
pelling article on Edward and Maxine’s 
love story. I ask unanimous consent 
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